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THANK YOU FOR 
CONNECTING LOCAL 
SENIORS WITH 
HEALTHY FOOD



SWe could not have predicted how challenging the past 12 months would prove  
to be, but one thing I could have guessed is how West Texans step up to help in the  
midst of crisis — and you did just that.

With a new year fully underway, I want to pause again to say thank you for  
making sure our neighbors continue to have enough to eat throughout such  
difficult circumstances.

I am very pleased to share that your support made it possible to meet the  
amazing $100,000 matching gift challenge from the Abell-Hanger Foundation  
this past holiday season, allowing us to start this year ready to fill even more  
tables with nutritious food.  

Our community will long be in recovery mode as we attempt to heal from the 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and the upset in the oil market, but our seniors  
remain especially vulnerable.

As troubling as it is, many seniors in our community are at risk of missing 
meals every day. Many have remained secluded and alone in the midst of the 
pandemic, often without the means or ability to get out to buy groceries.

But because friends like you care about the well-being of this vulnerable 
population, seniors across the Permian Basin have consistent access to healthy  
food despite the other expenses they face on a daily basis. 

In this issue of Community Dish, I’ve chosen a few stories to share with you that 
highlight the difference your gifts are making every day. I hope you’ll enjoy hearing 
from seniors like Frank (back cover), who says your gifts are a lifeline for him.

This work wouldn’t be possible without you.
     
All my best,

Dear Friend,

LIBBY CAMPBELL
Executive Director

Seniors Gives Thanks for You

Sharon and her pet Boogie Bear are all smiles, 
knowing the family will have food on the table.

Sharon, 80, says cooking was her passion until a cancer diagnosis and sciatic nerve  
removal forced her to step away temporarily from the kitchen — but thanks to you that  
hasn’t stopped her and her husband from enjoying nutritious meals.

“This is high quality and delicious food,” Sharon says of the meals they eat five days 
a week at the Dawson County Senior Center, a partner agency of the Food Bank.

Sharon and her husband, Mike, 74, moved to Lamesa recently and say they have been  
coming to the Senior Center as much as possible in between Mike’s shifts as a morning  
show host for a local radio station.

“If I didn’t have to work, we’d be here more,” Mike says.
Not only can the couple enjoy a well-balanced meal each day, but they also enjoy the  

company of other seniors who frequent the center.
“We’ve met some wonderful people,” Mike says, adding “the food is wonderful.” 
Sharon echoes Mike’s thoughts and says though she can finally get back to her  

passion of cooking again, she still cannot stand for long periods of time. That makes the  
meals they eat at the Senior Center all the more helpful.

“We are very thankful for this place,” she says with gratitude that you make it 
possible for the couple and many of their friends and neighbors to eat there.

Thank you for giving seniors across the Permian Basin ongoing access to nutritious 
food and meals. You are making our community a healthier place to call home.

“This is high quality and delicious food.”

Volunteer of the Quarter: Maurice Bonecutter
As a child, Maurice Bonecutter watched 

as his father shared the family farm’s 
harvest with those facing hunger around 
them — at a time of extreme need during 
the Great Depression. It’s a lesson Maurice 
never forgot and continues today at age 94.

“It never hurts to reach out,” he  
says, humbly.

From a young age, Maurice began 
volunteering at food banks and numerous 
other organizations. After moving a year 
ago from Florida to West Texas to live 
near his daughter and son-in-law, he 
wanted to continue the tradition and began 
volunteering with the West Texas Food Bank.

“I thoroughly enjoy working with the Food 
Bank and seeing how they are involved, and  
the many others who help volunteer,”  
Maurice says.

 Maurice says he enjoys not only the act 
of volunteering, but also the opportunity to  
gather together with other volunteers.

“The fellowship with them is great and  
greatly appreciated,” he says. 

For those interested in volunteering with 
the Food Bank, Maurice has some words of  
wisdom to encourage as many as possible to 
participate in the fight against hunger here  
in the Permian Basin.

“No one person or group can make  
a difference,” he says. “We all need  
each other.”

Thank you, Maurice, for your life-long  
dedication to helping others in need and  
thank you for helping alleviate hunger here  
in West Texas.

411 S. Pagewood Ave. 
Odessa, TX 79761
(432) 580-6333
1601 Westcliff Drive
Midland, TX 79703
(432) 697-4003
wtxfoodbank.org
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Connect with us online:

Frank, 72, spent his career hauling cars all 
across the country, but now that he’s retired, 
he is grateful to call Odessa home because 
he shares it with caring friends like you.

 We met up with Frank on his third visit  
to the Food Bank’s Mobile Outreach in Odessa.  
He currently lives with a friend and his family  
because he says he cannot afford to live on  
his own right now.

“I’m retired and all I get is Social Security,”  
he says, noting he does not receive SNAP  
benefits.

“This helps out a lot.”

Thank You For Supporting Frank’s Health

The new innovative gardens at WTFB’s 
Midland facility are something to see! Thanks 
to generous donors who funded this exciting 
project, the beautiful expansion includes a 
garden learning center, varieties of fruit trees, 
blueberries and blackberries, perennial gardens, 
ADA accessible garden beds, a grape arbor, two 
bio-domes (space age looking greenhouses) 
and 14 vegetable beds. Much-needed additional 
parking was part of the project, too. 

The fruit trees will include apples, figs,  
peaches, pears, persimmons, pomegranates  
and citrus trees.  

The perennial pollinator garden will not only 
feed our bees and butterflies but will also include  
seasonal edible plants to show how landscapes  
can produce food as well.  

The drought-tolerant perennial garden will  
display some of the plants that do well in our arid  
region, but also add beauty.  

Our two bio-domes will provide a more 
tropical environment for banana trees and other  
fruits and vegetables not native to West Texas. The 
garden and vegetable beds will provide delicious 
vegetables and herbs throughout the year.

Please come by and see what’s going on  
this spring!

Looking Forward 
to New Growth 
this Spring

That is why Frank was grateful to find out about the Mobile Outreach where 
he receives food he enjoys and is good for him, like beans and fresh vegetables.

“This is a lifesaver,” he says.
Now, every two weeks, Frank looks forward to filling the fridge with food from  

the Mobile Outreach. He says it helps him stretch the little income he has to afford  
other necessities. 

“This helps out a lot,” he says, thanking you for making the outreach possible.
Despite needing to walk with a cane, Frank is grateful to have good overall health  

— something he can better maintain with the nutritious food you help provide for him  
and countless more neighbors in need.

“This is very helpful,” he says.
Thank you for helping make sure our community’s most vulnerable members have 

the ongoing support they need to thrive. Your support is making a difference every day.
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