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Kids Are Ready 
to Learn, 

Thanks to You!



A
Your partnership is helping connect West Texas students with the healthy  

food they need to thrive this school year!
The Food Bank’s Food 2 Kids program — which includes weekend 

backpacks full of food, school food pantries and after-school meals — is  
working to make sure kids have enough to eat anytime school cafeterias  
are closed.

Children need balanced meals on the table to learn and grow — and they  
need them every day. Your support is absolutely vital to kids’ education, health  
and sense of well-being.

Please read through this back-to-school edition of Community Dish to learn 
about how you are making a difference in the lives of children like Nakya, who 
you can meet on page 4. Friends like you help keep the Food Bank pantry at 
Nakya’s school stocked with healthy food for hungry students and their families.

With the cost of textbooks, uniforms and other back-to-school expenses, 
you bring needed relief to West Texas families at this time of year.

And this season is special for another reason: September is Hunger Action  
Month. I hope you will join fellow Food Bank supporters in giving funds, time and  
voice to the issue of hunger here in the Permian Basin.

On behalf of the many children and families who are benefitting from your  
generosity this fall, thank you sincerely for fighting hunger!

Gratefully,

Dear Friend,

LIBBY CAMPBELL
Executive Director

You’re Sending Kids to School Ready to Learn

“Rotarians are always looking for 
ways to make the community better,” 
says Mark Lowe, Midland Rotary Club 
president. “We love the opportunity to 
give back, especially for our seniors.”

About 20 members of the club regularly 
visit the West Texas Food Bank in Midland to 
pack senior food boxes. Mark spearheaded 
the group’s volunteer effort. As a Food Bank 
Board Member and past President, he was 
excited to get fellow Rotarians involved in 
the fight against hunger in West Texas. 

Our hunger-relief mission aligns well 
with Rotary Club values like fairness 
and promoting goodwill. But Mark says 
being so involved in the Food Bank’s work 

Tammy shares a grateful smile outside 
Bethel Baptist Church in Odessa.

Ashlynn, 7, and her 6-year-old brother, Andrew are much more prepared to learn as  
they start this new school year, thanks to you. 

Their family has been having a tough time and the kids and their dad recently moved in 
with his parents, Tammy and Gerald. Living with grandparents has been a big help with  
the kids, especially since expenses run high during the back-to-school season.

Tammy is the glue that keeps it all together, including reaching out for help to put food  
on her family’s table. Thankfully, Tammy knew about the food pantry at Bethel Baptist  
Church, a Food Bank partner agency in Odessa.

“I don’t have enough words to thank you for what y’all do,” she says to the generous  
friends like you who keep the pantry stocked.

Tammy and Gerald both work part-time, in spite of Gerald’s significant health problems.  
Gerald is an Airforce veteran, but even with his VA disability assistance and his and  
Tammy’s jobs,  they still live paycheck to paycheck. 

Friends like you offer families like Tammy and Gerald’s a needed hand up. It has been  
such a relief for them to know they had somewhere to turn for help as they work to get  
back on solid footing. Thank you for giving them hope!
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“I don’t have enough words to thank you for what y’all do.”

Volunteer of the Quarter:  
The Midland Rotary Club

has changed his perspective and made him realize just how important volunteering is.
One day Mark saw a line of older adults waiting to pick up their senior boxes and learned 

some folks wait hours for that food. He had not realized how serious the problem of hunger is.
“Understanding the level of need and food insecurity in the Permian Basin calls the heart  

to help in any way,” he says.
Mark adds that volunteering with the Food Bank is easy, well-organized and  

accommodating — there truly is something for everyone!
Our sincere thanks to Mark and his fellow Rotarians for helping reach older adults here in  

West Texas with healthy food. Your efforts help change lives for the better!
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Nakya is excited to take home 
food from the pantry at Bonham 
Middle School in Odessa.

Connect with us online:

Nakya is a straight-A student. She stays 
active with cross country and track and field. 
When she grows up, she hopes to become 
either a doctor or nurse practitioner.

With her drive, intelligence and bright smile, 
you would never guess Nakya’s family cannot  
always afford food.

Kids need consistent nutrition to focus in 
class, support their health and achieve their 
dreams. Nakya is at risk of falling behind if  
she cannot count on regular meals.

Fortunately, she attends Bonham Middle  
School in Odessa, one of 11 schools that host a  

West Texas Food Bank school pantry. The Bonham pantry is part of Communities in  
Schools, a dropout prevention program on campus.

Michael Alva, Communities in Schools coordinator, runs the pantry and says 95  
students and their families benefit from the food.

“Kids thank me daily,” he says. 
With the high cost of living here in the Permian Basin, the pantry is a true 

source of relief. Nakya says she knows her mother really appreciates the help with 
food. They even get meat on their regular visits, and turkeys at Thanksgiving.

“Thanks!” Nakya says on behalf of her family. “The program is very helpful.”
You are giving Nakya — and countless other students in our community — the  

hope of a brighter future. Thank you for supporting this important work!

“The program is very helpful.”

You Help Kids Succeed  I  
at School and in Life!

Virtual Food Drives 
kicked off this year and have 
been a hit! With the new 
West Texas Food Bank’s 
Virtual Food Drive, you can 

host your own food drive, big or small, and it all 
happens online. No more half empty collection 
barrels or throwing out expired food, and best 
of all, it frees up the Food Bank resources to 
expand our services to our hungry neighbors. 

Signing up to host a Virtual Food Drive 
is easy. Just visit our website, register, and 
off you go. The Virtual Food Drives are perfect 
for both individuals and groups to help out 
the West Texas Food Bank, and they are 
going to be popular at your office or church. 

The power of the Virtual Food Drive is in the 
West Texas Food Bank’s access to food resources 
at or below manufacturer’s cost. This means 
the Food Bank is able to double, triple or even 
quadruple what your dollar is able to buy. Make 
your dollar go even further this year by hosting a 
Virtual Food Drive for the West Texas Food Bank.

VIRTUAL FOOD DRIVES
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